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WHAT is INNOVATION?
2 among many definitions

(the use of) a new idea or method (Cambridge dictionary)

Innovation is the process of creating value by applying novel 
solutions to meaningful problems. (Digital Intent)

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/idea
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/method


INNOVATION in ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION?

‘creating value’ – for who, what, how?
> for people , the planet, next gen professionals?

‘novel solutions’ – out of the box thinking 
> Inclusive and resilient communities.

‘meaningful problems’ – inequality, climate change
environmental, social, economic impacts of design

What are your architectural education innovation  priorities?



my ATTEMPTS at innovation  in architectural education
with  MDGs (2000- 2015) and SDGs in mind

2005-12: Global Studio
Istanbul, Vancouver, Johannesburg, Bhopal ( educating to support  MDG, goal 7)
600+ students, 35 countries, 60+ universities, 12 disciplines; many communities of the urban poor

2013-15: People Building Better Cities
Traveling exhibition , 10 countries , 18 cities 

2019- : Accelerating the SDGS and the Local Project Challenge
Survey, conference, call for projects, publication

2022- 2030:  SDGs Local Studio



UN EXPERTS GROUP MILLENNIUM PROJECT JEFFREY 
SACHS, DIRECTOR

TASK FORCE 1

Poverty and 
economic 

development

TASK FORCE 2

Hunger

TASK FORCE 3

Education and 
Gender Equality

TASK FORCE 4

Child Health and 
Maternal Health

TASK FORCE 6

Environmental 
Sustainability

TASK FORCE 7

Water and 
Sanitation

TASK FORCE 8

Improving the 
Lives of Slum 

Dwellers

TASK FORCE 9

Open, Rule-based 
Trading Systems

TASK FORCE 5

Science, 
Technology, and 

Innovation

UN MILLENIUM PROJECT 2002 - 2004
10 TASK FORCES  established in 2002 to develop policies & strategies to achieve the 

Millennium Development Goals

TASK FORCE 5

HIV/AIDS Malaria, 
TB, Access to 

Essential Medicines

Task force 8  Report: A Home in the City - www.unmillenniumproject.org



SDGs and NUA: overall, encourage interdisciplinary approaches in design

EXPAND THE PARAMETERS  FOR DESIGNERS- provide innovation opportunites



SDGs (2015-30) NEW URBAN AGENDA (2016)
SDGs built on MDGs

193 countries signed on to SDGs
Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development 

17 SDGs + 169 targets
Which goals matter most to designers?
Goal 11 – cities ?

Goal 13- climate action?
Goal 10 – reduced inequalities? 

Goal 16 - peace, justice, strong institutions?

Goal 3 - health and well being?

167 countries signed on NUA
NUA works as SDGs accelerator , especially  SDG 11

11: ‘Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient &  
sustainable’.

NUA helps provide a spatial framework for SDGs 
delivery in cities.



Innovation 
opportunities exist 
in connecting & 
addressing various 
SDGs.



PROJECTS – reflecting on innovative aspects
Global Studio (2005-2012)
Address meaningful problem “urban professionals don’t listen” in a novel way and create value- for all

Innovation  issues:  reciprocity, decolonization; listen , earn trust,  “people as partners” 

People Building Better Cities traveling exhibition (2013-15)- 10 countries , 18 cities
Address meaningful problem that academic knowledge (aka publications)  can be exclusionary & often has limited impact.

Innovation  issues : communicate beyond the university; stimulate  dialogue on local concerns 

Accelerating the SDGs (2018 -)
Address meaningful problem/ question  How are the SDGs traveling in your world ?  Follow  survey up with

LOCAL PROJECT CHALLENGE to create value  in novel way.

Innovation  issues:  combine research + action; engage broadly (students, educators, the professions 
AND civil society.



www.theglobalstudio.com

A PROJECT INITIATED BY THE UNITED NATIONS MILLENNIUM PROJECT TASK FORCE 
ON IMPROVING THE LIVES OF SLUM DWELLERS IN 2004

& DEVELOPED BY
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, UNIVERSITY OF ROME 











http://peoplebuildingbettercities.org/globalstudio/

Diverse modes of communication



Films made by Global Studio
http://peoplebuildingbettercities.org/globalstudio/



http://peoplebuildingbettercities.org









www.localprojectchallenge.org

ACCELERATING THE SDGs (2018-)

Stage 1: City Maker Survey (1147 responses)
Stage 2: Local Project Challenge (111 projects)
Stage 3: Dissemination

An action research project to engage:
- academics, students, researchers
- urban professionals
- civil society



STAGE 2: ACCERERATNG THE SDGs (2018-)

.

PROFESSIONAL Projects : some examples

§ .

Los Angeles,USA: Koning Eisenberg Architecture (4 SDGs, 4 targets)                           Palmira, Colombia : ARUP and AEV Arquitectos ( 4 SDGs , 4 targets)

Gibson Desert, Australia: Kaunitz Yeung Architecture (5 SDGs , 4 targets)



STAGE 2: ACCERERATNG THE SDGs (2018-)

.

EDUCATIONAL Projects : some examples

§ .

Ireland : Dublin School of Architecture  (6 SDGs, 5targets )                                      New Zealand : University of Auckland & Ako Aotearoa ( 3 SDGs , 3 targets)

USA:  Public School 54 Brooklyn  (4SDGs , 5 targets)                                                   Denmark: Danish Academy of Fine Arts (17 SDGs, 5 targets)





KEY FINDINGS
• Take-up  of SDGs in future work
• Spread /sharing of LPC 

• Usefulness of SDGs post 
pandemic

Moderately – very relevant
98%

STAGE 2: ACCELERATING THE SDGs (2018-)

Fairly likely - very likely 
100%

LOCAL PROJECT CHALLENGE Feedback

93% shared LPC





SDGs LOCAL STUDIO 2023-2030
• An invitation to design schools worldwide to offer local Studios that address  SDGs

• 4 cycles to be showcased at UN Habitat Forums 2024, 2026, 2028, 2030
• Knowledge building/sharing  website 
•  Publications, symposia etc. 

Aims
• Increase awareness of depth and breadth of SDGs 
• Build critical capacity in next gen professionals
• Share knowledge,  build north-south, south-south, north-north networks.
• Achieve ‘out of the box ‘impacts: for participants, communities, architectural practice 

No pics , no logo,  but watch this space!

* meaningful problem !
*novel solution !
* create value !





Innovation makes




